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I.—THE FASCIST GRAND COUNCIL AND THE ITALIAN 
ELECTION. 


N April 20th the first Italian vocational Parliament opened its 
session, thereby inaugurating an entirely new experiment in 
constitutional government. It is composed of four hundred 

members, elected by what has been described by its creator as a 
“national plebiscite,’ and representative of all the important pro- 
ductive elements of the life of the country. As its establishment as 
a Corporate Chamber is the culmination of a series of actions taken 
by the Italian Premier which have radically modified the political 
régime under which the country had hitherto been living it is important 
to understand the events which have led up to this. 

To do this it is necessary to go back to 1922, when the Grand 
Council of Fascism was first set up. Its function then was that of a 
private advisory council of the Prime Minister, or, as it has been 
described, a “‘ general staff of Fascism.’ As, however, the Fascist 
Party has consolidated its position and the Premier himself has taken 
the reins of Government more and more into his own hands Parliament 
has been stripped of its authority, and the Fascist Grand Council has 
correspondingly grown in power. A law was passed on December 
24th, 1925, providing that no motion might be laid before the Chamber 
or the Senate without the previous sanction of the Prime Minister, 
while on January 31st, 1926, a further enactment authorised the 
Government to modify any existing law, and to make new laws by 
Royal Decree in virtually every field of public administration, 
‘* whenever reasons of urgent and absolute necessity require it.” It 
is true that an obligation was placed on the Government to secure 
the confirmation of its legislative decrees by Parliament within two 
vears of their date, but, as the Minister of Justice explained to the 
Senate at the time, if it proved impossible to secure agreement to a 
decree its operation could be prolonged by a special law, or if this did 
not suffice, a fresh legislative decree would be promulgated. 

Parliament proved, during the years immediately following the 
establishment of the Grand Council, to be an unsatisfactory organ of 
legislative action, owing largely to the absence of any preponderating 
party representative of the feeling of the country. The Chamber in 
existence at the time contained over 600 deputies, of whom 125 were 
Socialists, 148 were Radical Democrats, and 120 were Liberals and 
Conservatives, while there were 107 members belonging to the 
Populist (Catholic) Party, about 70 described as Fascists, Agrarians 
and Nationalists, and about 40 Communists and Reform Socialists. 
The Government was, accordingly, divided into almost as many 
groups, and united action was well nigh impossible. When the 
General Election took place in May, 1924, the Fascist party made its 
first appeal to the nation for a general vote, and as a result saw over 
300 of its members returned to Parliament. The history of the steps 
by which the Opposition was reduced to impotence cannot be gone 
into here, but it is evident now that the Duce has for several years 
been preparing the ground for the step he has now taken in making 
the Fascist Grand Council ‘‘ the supreme body, which controls all the 
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activities of the régime,’ and in giving it the function of designating 
the deputies for the Corporate Chamber. In a speech at the Party 
Congress on June 22nd, 1925, he said: ‘‘ There are certain gentlemen 
who define themselves as officiating priests of a mysterious divinity 
called public opinion. We do not care a damn for this public 
opinion,’ while on December 7th, 1926, he said to the representative 
of a foreign newspaper : ‘‘ Our aim is to create a Corporative Chamber 
without an opposition. We have no desire nor need for any political 
opposition.”’ It was in the Chamber itself that he said, on May 26th, 
1927, “‘the humbug of universal democratic suifrage has been 
solemnly buried in the Corporative State.” 

Alongside, and in conjunction with the sweeping electoral reform 
which has just been effected there has taken place the establishment, 
by means of a new law, of the Fascist Grand Council as the definitely 
“ constitutionalised *’’ organ of the State. The text of the law is 
printed at the end of this article, and this is sufficiently self-explanatory, 
but attention may be drawn here to the part which the Council plays 
in the elections to Parliament. According to the first Article of the 
Law, the Council has “‘ deliberative functions in the cases established 
by the Law,” these functions being afterwards defined by Article 11 
as being confined to deliberating on three matters only. The first 
of these is “‘ the list of Deputies designated according to Article 5 
of the Law of March 17th, 1928, No. 1019,” and it is important to 
understand how this list is made up, since it is the basis of an entirely 
novel method of “ electing’? a lower House of Parliament. The 
first step is the nomination of 1,000 candidates, and this is done by 
the following bodies: the National Councils of the six National! 
Confederations of Employers, the six National Federations of Employees, 
the National Confederation of the Professional Classes, and certain 
cultural, educational, and charitable bodies (such as Universities) 
designated by the Government on the recommendation of a committee 
composed of five senators and five deputies. These bodies meet 
in Rome, and each Council presents names for its allotted share of 
candidates, 800 being put forward by the Councils above mentioned, 
and 200 by the cultural bodies. An analysis made by the Corrier¢ 
della Sera last September showed that about 10,000 persons—members 
of the various Councils—have a share in this presentation of candidates, 
while the number put forward by each of the six Confederations is 
as follows: Industry 160, Banking 48, Commerce 96, Agriculture 192, 
Maritime and Aerial Transport 80, and Inland Road and Water 
Transport 64. In each case half of each total is presented by the 
employers and half by the employees’ Council, while the 800 names 
required are completed by 160 put forward by the Confederation of 
Professional Classes. That the latter body is favoured is perhaps 
natural, but it may be of interest to notice that whereas the number 
of members of the Council of that Confederation is only 250, presenting 
160 names, the Council of the Federation of employees in industry 
probably numbers about 6,000 persons (the Federation itself having 
1,206,586 members) who present only 80 names. It has been pointed 
out, also, that the agricultural classes, both employers and employees, 
have in their hands at least three quarters of the economic activities 
of the country, but they are allowed to put forward less than one 
quarter of the total, i.e., 192 names only, out of 800. 
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After the list of 1,000 names has been presented, the Fascist 
Grand Council “‘ designates ” the final list of 400 deputies, not only 
by selection from the original list, but if thought advisable, by the 
addition of persons not included in it. This final list then goes for 
“ratification ’’ to the electorate, which can only accept or reject it 
en bloc. The whole country forms a single electoral unit, and the 
ballot paper bears the formula: ‘‘ Do you approve the list of deputies 
designated by the National Grand Council of Fascism?’’ One 
paper is provided for the answer “ Yes’ and another, of a different 
colour on one side, for “‘ No.’ These are handed to the voter, who 
folds and places in an envelope the one he wishes to hand in, so that 
the ballot is secret. If the majority of replies are ‘“‘ Yes,’ the 400 
candidates are elected en bloc. As emphasising the part played by 
the Grand Council in this novel method of election, the words used 
by the Minister of Justice in introducing the Bill into Parliament 
may be quoted :— 

“The designation,’ he said ‘“‘“made by the Grand Council 
may be regarded as the actual election of deputies, subject only 
to ratification by the electorate. The electoral system has been 
reduced to a mere expression of assent or dissent in regard to a 
Government policy—an expression not beyond the power of 
people of little education or culture, and consisting only in saying 
‘Yes’ or ‘No.’ Its similarity to a plebiscite must not, however, 
obscure the real nature of the institution. The expression of 
opinion demanded of the electors is not intended as a tribute 
to the principle of the sovereignty of the people. It is not as a 
tribute to a fancied sovereignty on the part of the electors that 
they are asked their opinion on the policy indicated by the Grand 
Council, but as a test of their disposition, in order to maintain 
better and better the contact between the State and the 
masses.” 

The Parliamentary Sub-Committee which examined the Bill 
insisted upon the same point, and described the law as “ expedient, 
as clearing away all misunderstandings as to the true nature of the 
Fascist State.” 

Under the terms of the Bill provision is made for the possibility 
of the list failing to secure a majority. Fresh elections are then to be 
held, in which it will be possible for different lists to be put forward. 
As, however, only Fascist organisations with more than 5,000 
electors will be allowed to put forward lists, only Fascists will be 
candidates. 

The Bill became law in March, 1928, and the Prime Minister 
then turned his attention to the law “ legitimising”’ the Fascist 
Grand Council as the constitutional organ of the State. The electoral 
law had conferred on the Council the power of preparing the list of 
Parliamentary candidates, and this in effect constituted the first legal 
recognition of the Council, but further legislative action was necessary 
to complete the process by which the Fascist Party should become an 
institution of the State, and by which State, Government and Party 
should be merged together. The position was well explained by Signor 
Maraviglia, the chairman of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee 
which dealt with the Bill. After pointing out that the old parties, 
with their transitory tenure of power, were formerly unknown to the 
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written law and to the Constitution, he said that “ the Fascist Party 
in so far as it fulfils in the State and for the State a permanent function 
of collaboration and leadership not only may, but must have an 
institutional character ; and this character, in fact, after having been 
partially recognised in preceding legislation, has received its full 
recognition in the Law on the Grand Council.”’ 

The first draft of the Law was adopted by Parliament in September, 
1928, but various modifications were found necessary in the text, 
most of them tending to increase the power of the Prime Minister, 
and the final debate on it in both Houses took place on December 9th. 
The King gave his assent to it on the same day, and on January 21st 
signed the Decree dissolving Parliament and fixing the elections for 
March 24th and the opening of the new Chamber for April 20th, 1929. 
The first step which had to be taken was the preparation of new 
electoral lists, since the old ones had been destroyed. This entailed 
an immense amount of work, as all males over 18 have the vote if they 
are married and have issue, and the total number of voters had to be 
divided into four categories. They are as follows, with the estimated 
number of voters in each :— 

(1) Those entitled to vote on the ground of trade union con- 
tributions, 6,922,807 persons ; 
(2) Those with votes on the ground of payment of direct 
taxation, 1,653,016 ; 
(3) Salary earners, 829,196; and 
(4) Priests of the Roman Catholic Church, 55,706 ; 
Making a total of 9,460,725. 

Meanwhile the Grand Fascist Council was busy with the list of 
names presented to it, and on March 1st published the results of its 
examination of this. The 1,000 had, of course, been cut down to 400, 
and the numbers allotted to the various Confederations and cultural 
bodies were found to be as follows :— 

The Confederation of Professional Men and Artists secured 
82 places, because it included both employers and employed. The 
Confederation of Agriculturists obtained 46 places, the National 
Association of Combatants 40, and of the Mutilated, 44; the Con- 
federation of Industry 31, the Confederations of Commerce 16, of 
- Transport by’ sea and air 10, Transport by rail, road and inland 
water 12, and bankers 10. Of the syndicates, or workers’ Federations, 
the peasants obtained 27 places, the industrial workers 26, com- 
merce 10, sea and air transport 11, rail, road and inland water 
transport 9, bank employees 6, university employees 15, and those 
of the Fine Arts Academy 1. Four places were also allotted to the 
Catholic centre. The result, then, showed that, roughly speaking, 
employers had obtained 200 seats and employees 100, the balance being 
given to bodies such as the Confederation of Professional Men and 
Artists, which embraces both categories. 

The interest shown in the voting was unprecedented, if we are 
to judge by the percentage of the electorate which went to the polls. 
In the 1921 election, 58 per cent. of those holding the suffrage voted, 
in 1924, about 63 per cent.; on the present occasion the percentage 
was between 89 and 90. This may in great part be accounted for by 
the fact that for some days previous to polling day, the Government 
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had carried out an intensive campaign of propaganda in favour of 
the 400 * Deputies designate.’’ Meetings were held all over the 
country which were addressed by prominent members of the Govern- 
ment and of the Fascist Grand Council, as well as by the candidates 
themselves, and the Duce himself delivered a three hour speech to an 
assembly of 4,000 generals, admirals and other senior officers of the 
various services,in which he said that the vote the country was asked 
to record was “ for an idea, and for the Fascist State as it has been 
formed by ten years of struggle and responsibilities.” 

The total number of votes cast against the election of the 400 was 
135,761, which represented less than 2 per cent. of the total. In 
some centres not a single adverse vote was given, and even in the 
South Tyrol the vast majority of the electors handed in papers marked 
* Yes.’ The figures in Bolzano were 38,243 for and 2,809 against the 
election, and Meran and Brixen showed very similar returns. 

Of the 400 deputies who form the new Chamber, about half their 
number were in the last Lower House. One hundred and fifty-eight 
have never sat in Parliament before, and many of them are new to 
politics altogether. Nearly half of the total number are Fascist chiefs 
in their respective districts, while just under 100 belong to the agricul- 
tural classes. Professional politicians and lawyers are less numerous 
than usual. As the Order Sheet of the Fascist Party described it 
when it published the names, the list as drawn up was * an expression 
of all the productive political and moral forces of the nation. All 
the great organisations of the life of the nation have their representa- 
tives, and the Fascist Grand Council has laid emphasis on its right of 
choice and of completing the list in conformity with the law, and 
according to the needs of the situation.” 

The day after the list was made public, the announcement was also 
made that the King had nominated 29 new Senators, who were 
appointed for life. The Senate now consists of equal numbers of 
generals, high officials, large landowners, industrialists and bankers, 
and, finally, university professors and Fascist intellectuals. The total 
number is not fixed, and the Prime Minister is understood to have the 
intention of making it larger than the Chamber and increasing its 
prestige ; bishops will be included among its members as soon as 
the Lateran Treaty has been ratified. 

The formal opening of Parliament on April 20th closed this chapter 
in Italy’s political history. 

In the Speech from the Throne, the King announced that the State 
intended to proceed to strengthen and intensify its sphere of action, 
and there would thus be given an increase of power to justice and 
legality in every branch of the public administration. Referring to 
the unique constitutional form of the Fascist State, His Majesty said 
that causes which had made Government action uncertain and without 
proper sequence had been removed, and it was owing to this action 
that, without any grave disturbances, the new constitutional order 
had been brought into existence. The new order was strictly Italian 
in origin and character, and, whilst it differed from that in vogue in 
other countries, was not a return to political forms obsolete and 
incompatible with modern progress. 
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THE LAW ON THE FASCIST GRAND COUNCIL. 
ARTICLE 1. 

The Fascist Grand Council is the supreme organ co-ordinating and 
uniting all the activities of the Régime which arose out of the October 
Revolution of 1922. It has deliberative functions in the cases laid down 
by the Law and shall, moreover, give advice on every other political, economic 
and social question of national interest on which it may be consulted by the 
Chief of the Government. 

ARTICLE 2. 

The Chief of the Government, Prime Minister, Secretary of State is of right 
President of the Fascist Grand Council. He summons the Council whenever 
he considers necessary and settles the agenda. 


ARTICLE 3. 


The Secretary of the National Fascist Party is Secretary of the Grand 


Council. 
The Chief of the Government may delegate to him the power to summon 


and to preside over the Grand Council in the event of his absence or inability 
or in case of a vacancy in the post. 


ARTICLE 4. 
The following are members of the Grand Council for an unlimited time :— 


1. The Quadrumviri of the March on Rome ; 
2. Those who as members of the Government have been in the Grand 


Council for at least three years ; 
3. Secretaries of the National Fascist Party who left office after 1922. 


ARTICLE D. 


The following are members of the Grand Council, on account of their 
functions, for the duration of the Council :— 

1. The President of the Senate and the President of the Chamber of 
Deputies ; 

2. The Ministerial Secretaries of State ; 

3. The Under-Secretary of State of the Presidency of the Council ; 

4. The Commander-General of the Voluntary Militia for National 
Security ; 

5. The members of the Directory of the National Fascist Party ; 

6. The President of the Italian Academy and the President of the 
National Fascist Institute of Culture ; 

7. The President of the National Balilla Movement ; 

8. The President of the Special Tribunal for the Defence of the 


State ; 
9. The Presidents of the National Fascist Confederations of legally 


recognised syndicates ; 
10. The President of the National Co-operative Union. 


ARTICLE 6. 


The membership in the Grand Council of all persons mentioned in the three 
preceding articles shall be recognised by Royal Decree, on the proposal of the 
Chief of the Government. The recognition may be revoked by the same means 


at any time. 
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ARTICLE 7. 


Persons who have deserved well of the nation and of the cause of the Fascist 
| _—_- Revolution may be nominated members of the Grand Council for a period of 
_ three years, with the right of reappointment, by a decree of the Chief of the 
Government. The nomination may be revoked by the same means at any 
time. 


ARTICLE 8. 


The status of member of the Grand Council is compatible with the status 
of Senator and Deputy. 


ARTICLE 9. 


No member of the Grand Council may be arrested, except in the case of a 
flagrant crime, or subjected to penal procedure or made liable to police 
measures without the authorisation of the Grand Council. 

No disciplinary measure may be taken against a member of the Grand 
Council as an adherent of the National Fascist Party without the decision of 
the Grand Council. 





ARTICLE 10. 


The work of a member of the Grand Council shall be gratuitous. 

No expense whatsoever may be requested from the State for the 
functioning of the Grand Council. 

The sittings of the Grand Council shall be secret. Internal regulations, 
approved by the Grand Council, shall determine the other rules of its 
functioning. 





ARTICLE 11. 


The Grand Council shall deliberate on :— 


1. The list of Deputies designated according to Article 5 of the law 
of March 17, 1928, No. 1019; 

2. The statutes and the political rules and directives of the National 
Fascist Party ; 

3. The appointment and dismissal of the secretary, the vice-secretaries, 
the administrative secretary and other members of the Directory of the 
National Fascist Party. 

ARTICLE 12. 


The Grand Council shall be consulted on all questions having a 
constitutional character. 
As constitutional questions shall always be considered projects of law 
dealing with :— 
1. The succession to the Throne, the powers and prerogatives of the 
Crown ; 
2. The composition and working of the Grand Council, of the Senate 
of the Kingdom and of the Chamber of Deputies ; 
3. The powers and prerogatives of the Chief of the Government, 
Prime Minister, Secretary of State ; 
4. The right of the Executive Power to decree judicial measures ; 
5. The syndicalist and corporative regulations ; 
6. The relations between the State and the Holy See ; 
7. International treaties involving a change in the territory of the 
State and of the Colonies or the renunciation of title to territories. 
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ARTICLE 13. 


The Grand Council, on the proposal of the Chief of the Government, shali 
draw up and keep up to date a list of names to be submitted to the Crown for 
nomination in the event of a vacancy in the post of Chief of the Government, 
Prime Minister, Secretary of State. 

The powers and prerogatives of the Chief of the Government remaining 
firmly established, the Grand Council shall also draw up and keep up to date a 
list of persons who, in the event of vacancy, are considered suitable to assume 
Government functions. 

ARTICLE 14. 


The secretary, the vice-secretary, the administrative secretary and other 
members of the Directory of the National Fascist Party shall be nominated 
by decree of the Chief of the Government, Prime Minister, Secretary of State 
after previous deliberation of the Grand Council in accordance with 
Article 11. They shall remain three years in office and their mandate is 
renewable. They may be removed at any time by the same means. 

The Secretary of the National Fascist Party may be requested by Royal 
Decree, on the proposal of the Chief of the Government, to take part in the 
sessions of the Council of Ministers. 


ARTICLE 15. 


The present law shall enter into force on the date of its publication in the 
Official Journal of the Kingdom. 

We command that the present, bearing the seal of the State, be inserted 
in the official collection of laws and decrees of the Kingdom of Italy, and we 
request all whom it may concern to obey it and enforce its observance as a law 


of the State. 





II.—SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE CHINESE PRESS. 


[It is proposed from time to time to append to the BULLETIN eatracts 
from the Chinese Press, both vernacular and English, for it has been 
pointed out that it is of real importance that those in this country interested 
in Chinese affairs should be informed as to the manner in which current 
events are presented to the great mass of the Chinese people. It will, 
of course, be understood that the printing of these selections does not in 
any way imply approval of the principles or endorsement of the facts 
contained in them. | 


NEED FOR PEACE. 


From the Sin Min Pao (Hankow), March 4th. 


In an article headed “‘ Don’t Provide Communists and Militarists 
with an opportunity’ the writer refers to a recent telegram 
connected with the Hunan crisis, in which the powers that be were 
asked how, at this time, when so much still remained to be done they 
could contemplate plunging the country into all the horrors of warfare. 
These, he says, are bitter words, but in his opinion, they express the 
anxious fears of the people at this critical juncture. Doubtless from 
the Government’s point of view there are adequate grounds for the 
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crisis which has arisen, but the man in the street feels that it is no 
concern of his. The fear he has, however, is that if the peace should 
be broken it will afford an opportunity to Communists and the old 
militarists to rekindle the expiring flames. Although the Manchu 
dynasty lasted a long time the Communists were working under- 
ground, and they await their time to emerge into the open. This is 
an obvious fact. The old army, although defeated, is still alive in 
Shantung, and with foreign support is striving to regain its old 
position. These Communists and militarists would surely create 
trouble in the very improbable event of the Government showing 
any signs of instability. Could an emaciated and broken China 
survive another period of anarchy ? 

(NoTE.—The Press has recently published several telegrams 
addressed by Chambers of Commerce to the Government at Nanking 
pointing out the terrible risks to the country which a renewal of civil 
war would entail, and urging them to arrive at a peaceful solution of 
their trouble with Hankow over the Hunan affair. As usual in China 
these telegrams are addressed as well to all Provincial Governments, 
Chambers of Commerce, and other kindred bodies.) 


COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 


rom the Sin Wan Pao (Shanghai), March 15th. 


In connection with the new Commercial treaty with French Indo- 
China which is now being negotiated by the Ministry of Foreign 
Aifairs with the French Minister a paragraph states that agreement 
has not yet been reached on the following points: Poll tax.—The 
Chinese insist on its complete abolition; the French will only agree to 
change its name and reduce its amount. Transit dues (dues on 
goods in transit to and from Yunnan province). The Chinese demand 
the abolition of all dues on exports from Yunnan to Canton; the 
French only agree to reduce them. Establishment of Consulates.—The 
French are agreeable to the opening of Chinese Consulates at two 
places in Indo-China, but China is to allow the French to open one 
Consulate in Yunnan and one in Kwangsi. Yunnan-Haiphong 
Railway.—The French recognise that this is an important matter, 
but insist that the status quo must be maintained for the present ; the 
Chinese maintain that the portion of the line running through Chinese 
territory should be surrendered to them. Mining rights in Yunnan 
and Kwangsi.—The French are willing to surrender these, but their 
priority rights must be guaranteed ; if in future foreign capital is to 
be employed French capitalists must first be approached. 

The above issues have been submitted to their respective 
Governments for instructions. 


TREATY REVISION. 


From the Sin Wan Pao (Shanghai), March 18th. 


A paragraph says that the most important items in the “ unequal 
treaties ’’ were the grant of consular jurisdiction, navigation rights 
and tariff control. ‘Tariif autonomy had now been recovered, so that 
matter was disposed of ; it remained for them to concentrate all their 
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energy on the abolition of consular jurisdiction and navigation rights. 
Mr. Ling, of the Foreign Office Committee on treaty revision, recently 
informed an interviewer that the Ministry of Foreign Aifairs was 
making the necessary preparations to negotiate with the Powers for 
the fixing of a date for the surrender of these rights. The recovery of 
navigation rights was the easier problem of the two; the great 
majority of the shipping was in the hands of British and Japanese, 
and if they were not called upon to suifer any economic loss they 
would have no further ground for objection. The question of consular 
jurisdiction was somewhat more difficult ; but if no untoward incident 
occurred the matter should be disposed of during the current year, as 
all the Powers were generally in sympathy with China in this con- 
nection. Asked as to what would happen if the Powers objected 
that China had not completed her judicial system, Mr. Ling said that 
would not hinder matters ; it would only be necessary for China to 
announce the date of the completion of her legal codes, and they could 
also commence conversations which would dispose of 90 per cent. of 
the outstanding cases. As soon as the present party congress was 
closed negotiations would be begun. 


RELATIONS WITH JAPAN. 


From the Sin Min Pao (Hankow), March 18th. 


The 18th of March has in the past been a day with painful associa- 
tions ; in the future may it be a day to be proud of. Three years ago 
the Japanese fleet forced its way into Taku with the object of domina- 
ting Tientsin, to assist the Powers in upholding the Protocol of 1902, 
the meaning of which they distorted to justify them in demanding the 
cessation of military operations within a radius of twenty li of Tientsin ; 
the students in Peking on March 18th, approaching the Government 
with a request that this demand should be vigorously resisted, were 
met with a murderous fire and some sixty odd of them killed. There- 
after it was known as the “ outrage of March 18.” Is not this a painful 
day for us to look back to? 

Now China is re-united and progressing, and to-day is the opening 
day of the third full party conference ; the delegates are aware of the 
responsibilities which rest upon them, and we look forward to this day 
being the day on which the foundations of a new China, based on the 
‘‘ three principles,’ will be well and truly laid. Will not this be a day 


to commemorate ? 

But Kiaochow and Tsinanfu are still in the grip of the Japanese, 
and their announcement that there are to be no military operations 
within a radius of twenty li of Tsinanfu is precisely similar to the 
demand put forward by the Japanese navy in 1914. The delegates 
at present assembled have to formulate a national policy, and they 
must provide for the present as well as remember the past. What line 
will they take? Will they adopt a bold attitude and put a stop to 
these insults? Or will they abandon the task and resign themselves 
to what they consider the inevitable? We are convinced that they 
will boldly unite to wash out the shameful past memories of this day, 
and that in future this day will commemorate the first step in the 


creation of a new China. 


530 








naw as ee, a - 














13 


CHINESE CONSULAR SERVICE. 


From the Sin Wan Pao (Shanghai), March 23rd. 


An article under the heading ‘“‘ Selection of Consuls ”’ says that the 
selection of the right men for consular posts is of great importance to 
Chinese living abroad. Consuls of other Powers are also charged with 
the protection of their nationals, but the position of these latter is 
secure, and the protection called for is confined to routine matters. 
But Chinese residents abroad are everywhere looked down upon and 
victimised ; they are made to suffer unbearable cruelties. Who is to 
protect them except their Consuls? Formerly our Consuls did not 
know what protecting their nationals meant ; and since we have had a 
nationalist government, although their ideas have changed somewhat, 
little has been done to remedy the past state of affairs. If we desire 
to change this and secure proper treatment for Chinese we must 
select capable men to fill the post of Consul. 

There has been a particular reason for the incompleteness of our 
Consuls, namely their lack of funds. The military government were 
merely concerned with their own internal squabbles, and the Consuls 
were for years left in a state of impecuniosity ; poor and often burdened 
with debt, it was impossible to expect them to look after their nationals 
when they didn’t know where their next meal was coming from. Even 
those who did exert themselves were held in such poor esteem that their 
efforts were unavailing. In future suitable men must be selected, and 
proper provision made for their maintenance abroad. 


RELATIONS WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


From the Sin Wan Pao (Shanghai), March 26th. 


A paragraph states that it is learnt from an authoritative source 
that as soon as the commercial treaty anent French Indo-China has 
been signed, further questions will be taken up with the British. The 
Yunnan Commissioner of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Chang, informed an 
interviewer that the Pienma issue has been going on for a great number 
of years, but nothing very clear was known about it. Since the British 
swallowed up Burmah in the 11th year of Huang Hsu, they had annexed 
several thousand li of Chinese territory on the Yunnan frontier. Under 
the Manchu Government there was one joint survey, but it only 
embraced one section of the territory, leaving two sections still to be 
done ; even of the surveyed section there is no detailed map, and the 
British are still surreptitiously removing boundary stones. It was 
much more important for a unified China to recover her lost frontier 
territory than to get back the foreign concessions in the treaty ports, 
on which she was now concentrating her energies. He said he had 
come to Nanking for the express purpose of urging this matter on the 
Government’s notice, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs was making 
the necessary preparations to take up the question with the British 


authorities. 
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ITl.—CHRONOLOGY. 


Afghanistan. 

April 10th.—Amanullah’s position in Kandahar was believed to be 
becoming very difficult and his funds low. He was reported to have sent 
an urgent appeal to Herat for assistance, in response to which a force of 
about 3,000 men was on its way to Kandahar. 

April 13th.—Reports reached Peshawar that Nadir Khan had declared 
himself the Defender and Saviour of Afghanistan, and had decided to put one 
of his brothers on the throne. 

April 14th.—Habibullah’s troops were reported to have met with a serious 
reverse at Ghazni at the hands of Amanullah’s advance guard. 

April 16th—The Ghilzais were reported to be concentrating at Ghazni 
to oppose Amanullah. Habibullah’s forces were stated to have reached a 
point near Ghazni, and the report that they had suffered a reverse at the 
hands of Amanullah’s troops was discountenanced. 

April 17th—According to Moscow reports, Amanullah’s forces had 
captured Kalat-i-Shilzai, about 72 miles from Kandahar. Reports reached 
India that heavy fighting had taken place at Shaikabad, 40 miles from Kabul. 

April 18th.—According to reports from Moscow raiders from Afghanistan 
had crossed into Soviet territory on the Kafirnigan River in the Republic 
of Tajikistan, about 125 miles south-east of Samarkand. 

News reached India that Amanullah’s forces were about 12 miles south of 
Ghazni. The Ghilzai tribe was stated to be concentrating their forces to 
oppose his advance on Kabul. Other reports were to the effect that Nadir 
Khan had written to Habibullah suggesting his retirement in favour of a 
new nominee to the throne, though the name of the latter was not mentioned. 
Nadir Khan himself was at Ghardez, 40 miles east of Ghazni. 

April 19th.—A report reached India that Amanullah had entered Ghazni 
unopposed. 

Apri 21st—Amanullah was reported to have addressed a letter to the 
people of the Southern Province stating that the disturbances had had their 
origin in the Eastern Province, and were due solely to the machinations of the 
enemies of progress in Afghanistan. The whole population of Kandahar 
had besought him not to resign the Kingship, and had said that as Afghans 
they could not possibly submit to the rule of Habibullah, who had spent his 
life as a murderer and was not even an Afghan. 

Habibullah issued a proclamation denouncing Amanullah as an unbeliever, 
who had “ defamed the holy book of the Ulema,’’ and procured the assassina- 
tion of his father. It specified 26 heretical acts, which included the intro- 
duction of the Western method of education, ‘“‘ which only teaches infidelity, 
shamelessness and profligacy with impunity.” 

Severe fighting was reported to have taken place on the Ghazni road 
between the forces of Habibullah and Nadir Khan. 

Conditions in the Eastern Province were stated to be orderly, and caravans 
were going through to Peshawar. 

April 22nd.—Conflicting reports reached India regarding Amanullah’s 
whereabouts. It was stated that he had not after all reached Ghazni, and 
one rumour was to the effect that he had established himself at Mukur. 
Another was to the effect that he had sustained a severe reverse near Ghazni, 
which was strongly held by Habibullah’s troops. 

Conditions in Kabul were reported to be chaotic. 
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April 23rd.—Habibullah was reported to have lost control of two or three 
important posts to the north of Kabul. He was also stated to have imprisoned 
Asadullah Khan, Amanullah’s young step-brother, together with four other 
princes of the Royal House. 


Canada. 

April 11th.—It was reported in Ottawa that the owners of the “I'm 
Alone,” had filed a claim for compensation from the U.S.A. of $250,000. 

April 15th.—Statement by British Foreign Secretary in Parliament re 
Tm Alone” case. (See Great Britain ) 

April 17th —Receipt of U.S. Government’s reply to Note re * I’m Alone.” 
(See U.S.A.) 


Chile. 


April 21st.—It was announced in Santiago that the dispute with Peru 
regarding Tacna-Arica had been definitely settled. 


China. 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


April 10th.—Chiang Kai-shek issued a circular telegram to the country- 
pointing out the necessity of directing a new campaign against the “ counter, 
revolutionary and reactionary ” elements within the Government, and adding 
that when he had finished his work in Hankow he intended to resign. He 
was reported to have paid Feng Yu-hsiang $4,000,000 (£500,000) to ensure his 
loyalty. 

Government forces, as well as gunboats, proceeded to Shasi to prevent 
the Wuhan troops from crossing the river there on their retreat into Hunan. 
Feng’s army was reported to have withdrawn northward from Hupeh into 
Honan. 

Chang Fat-kwai was stated to have demanded from Canton that he should 
be given Swatow, which was in the hands of a Cantonese named Tsui King-tong. 

April 12th.—It was learnt that owing to the prevalence of banditry in 
Shantung the provincial authorities had requested the Japanese to delay 
the departure of their troops from the railway area. Many Japanese were 
reported to have left Tsinan for Tsingtao (there were over 20,000 in the railway 
area, apart from those in Tsingtao). 

Feng Yu-hsiang was stated to be sending a cavalry corps of 20,000 to 
garrison the area. 

April 14th.—Reports reached Shanghai that conditions in Kansu province 
were still very unsettled, the Moslem rebellion having been kept alive all 
the winter. Mienchow had been sacked by a body of 25,000 cavalry led 
by a young general named Ma Chong-ying, who treated missionaries well, 
but massacred all non-Moslem townspeople and looted Thibetan monasteries. 
He was reported to have destroyed 143 villages. 

April 15th.—During fighting on the Yangtze near Ichang between Govern- 
ment and Wuhan forces the British gunboat ‘‘Tern”’ was caught in the cross-fire 
when going to the rescue of British shipping and three bluejackets were 
wounded. 

News reached Shanghai that the English inspector of an oil company 
at Changteh (north Hunan) had been Captured and injured by soldiery. He 
was eventually released and he and the rest of the foreign community there 
proceeded to Yochow, to go on board a British gunboat. 

Two Nanking warships arrived at Canton. 
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April 16th—An American steamer was fired on near Ichang. 

Feng Yu-hsiang issued a circular telegram protesting against charges 
of want of loyalty to Nanking, and explaining that the movements of his 
troops had all been carried out in accordance with orders from the Central 


Government. 
The French gunboat “ Balny ” was fired on near Ichang and three men were 


wounded. 

April 17th.—It was understood at Shanghai that the Nanking authorities 
had decided to take over the control of Shantung themselves, instead of 
allowing Feng’s troops to be used for this purpose ; as, however, they were 
not yet ready to release the troops necessary for this, they had asked the 
Japanese to postpone their departure. The Japanese Government was 
stated to have arranged to do this. 

Likin was declared abolished in Hupeh and Hunan under the instructions 
of the Minister of Finance, and a special consumption tax was to be imposed 
in its place. 

April 19th.—It was officially announced that the National Government 
had decided to take over the control of Shantung. 

Further reports from Kansu were to the effect that 80 per cent. of the 
population were on the verge of starvation. 

Severe fighting was reported from the Yangtze between Shasi and Ichang, 
where the Wuhan forces were being attacked from the west by pro-Government 
Szechwanese troops, as well as by Chiang Kai-shek’s army from the east. 

The State Council of the National Government was reported to have 
approved two contracts with U.S.A. interests (American Aviation Exploitation 
Incorporated) for the establishment of several air lines in China. The 
contracts were to remain in force for 10 years. 

April 21st.—Feng Yu-hsiang was reported to be on his way to Nanking 
to make satisfactory arrangements with the Government. 

Representatives of the Tashi Lama were stated to have come to Nanking 
to urge the Government to take control of Tibet, and incorporate it in the 
republic. 

In Kansu, the Moslem rebellion was reported to be spreading, the rebels 
having been joined by Mongolian bandits. 

Government forces in north Shantung were stated to be threatening 
the position of Chang Chung-chang. 

The Japanese steamer ‘‘ Bairyo Maru” was fired on by Wuhan troops near 
Ichang, two officers being killed, and 67 passengers and members of the crew 
wounded. 

April 22nd.—It was reported that Chang Chung-chang’s forces had been 
severely defeated by Liu Chen-yien, and Chang himself was said to have 
fled to Dairen. 

According to reports in Hongkong, Kwangtung, under Chiang Kai-shek’s 
instructions, was preparing to attack Kwangsi, Chiang being understood to 
wish to suppress the Kwangsi grqup before dealing with Feng Yu-hsiang. 
The Canton Generals were said to have about 24,000 men at their disposal, 
while there were two Kwangsi divisions, numbering 12,000, in Southern 
Kiangsi. 

The anti-Japanese boycott was réported in Peking to be showing no 
signs of abatement, owing very largely to the inability of the Government to 
make its instructions effective in the Provinces, more particularly in Hupeh 


and Chihli. 
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It was rumoured in Peking that Feng had received $4,500,000 for his 
neutrality in the campaign against Wuhan. 

April 23rd.—An official statement was issued in Peking through the 
International Famine Bureau showing the steps taken by the Government to 
alleviate the state of affairs which was so serious that the number of people 
starving was estimated at 50,000,000. The statement showed that the 
amount of money spent in relief was an exceedingly small proportion of 
what had been collected ostensibly for that purpose. 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND RELATIONS WITH THE POWERS. 


April 14th.—The Foreign Minister and the Japanese Minister in Nanking 
reached a general agreement for the settlement of the Nanking and Hankow 
incidents and in regard to treaty revision. 

April 16th.—Decision to postpone withdrawal of troops from Shantung. 
(See Japan.) 


Czechoslovakia. 


April 11th.—Ratifications were exchanged at Prague of the Conciliation 
and Arbitration Treaty with the U.S.A. 


Denmark. 
April 17th.—Ratification of Treaty with U.S.A. (See U.S.A.) 


Finland. 


April 13th.—Signature of Customs Convention in Moscow. (See U.S.S.R.) 


France. 


April 11th.—It was understood that the delegates of the creditor nations 
had arrived at agreement as to the total of their claims against Germany, 
the figure mentioned for the average annuities being the equivalent of £110 
millions, or a little more. The annuity figure would, however, be an 
ascending one for 37 years, after which the annuities paid would simply make 
good the Allied States’ payments to the U.S.A” 

April 12th.—The Allied delegations in the Committee of Experts came to a 
final agreement regarding their proposals, and drew up a complete scheme of 
annuities. It was stated unofficially that this provided for payments, for a 
period of 37 years, of sums rising from about £90 millions to £120 millions, the 
first annuity being divided as follows: £45 millions for inter-Allied debts, 
£40 millions for reparations and £5 millions for the service of the Dawes 
Plan. After the 37 years there would be a fixed annuity of £85 millions for 
21 years to cover Allied debts. All the countries concerned were reported 
to have made concessions on their original claims, Great Britain having 
reduced the amount claimed for the arrears on the debt to the U.S.A. (i.e., paid 
during the five years since the debt settlement) from £200 millions to £150 
millions 

April 13th —The Allies’ claims were presented to the German delegates 
at the meeting of the Committee of Experts. Revised figures of the annuities 
claimed were made known unofficially, according to which the initial annuity 
of £90 millions was to rise in 37 years to £122,500,000. For the following 
21 years a flat rate of £85 millions was originally suggested, but this proposal 
was understood to have been replaced by one providing for reducing the total 
progressively to a final figure of £45 millions only (900 million marks). 
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April 15th.—In acknowledging the receipt of the Allied memorandum at 

the meeting of the Committee of Experts, the German delegation asked for 
further information as to whether the annuity figures given included all the 
minor claims for such items as the service of ‘the Dawes Plan, priorities, the 
expenses of the Reparation Commission, and the arrears of the Occupation 
costs ; also all the claims of the smaller countries. 

April 16th.—The German delegation to the Committee of Experts presented 
a verbal reply to the proposals of the Allies as to the annuities to be paid by 
Germany. No details of this were published, but it was understood the figure 
suggested was £50 to £60 millions as the initial annuity, the payments to 
extend over 58 years. 

Gunboat “Balny” fired on on the Yangtze. (See China: Internal 
Affairs.) 

April 17th.—The German delegation handed to the Committee of Experts 
a written reply to the Allied proposals. Though not published this was 
understood to contain an offer of an average annuity of £82,500,000, extending 
over a period of 37 years only. It was decided to leave the discussion of the 
reply to a sub-committee composed of the heads of the Allied delegations. 

April 18th.—A deadlock was reached in the meeting of the Committee of 
Kxperts when the German delegation informed the sub-committee appointed 
to deal with the German memorandum that the latter was to be considered 
as an ultimatum. The sub-committee therefore called a plenary meeting 
for the following day, with a view to presenting a report to the effect that 
they had been unable to reach an agreement. It was reported that the 
memorandum contained a sentence referring to the impossibility of the Reich 
being able to increase the figure of the proposed annuity in view of its 
territorial losses in Eastern Europe and in the Colonies, these losses having 
deprived Germany of the means of obtaining the raw materials necessary to 
maintain a high level of profitable industrial production. 

April 19th.—The sudden death of Lord Revelstoke caused the postpone- 
ment of the plenary meeting of the Committee of Experts until April 22nd. 
Private meetings took place, however, between the German and Allied 
delegates, and Dr. Schacht wags reported to have stated that his memorandum 
of April 17th was not written as an ultimatum, nor intended to be taken as 
such ; it constituted only a basis for bargaining. Owing to incorrect reports 
of its contents having appeared in the press, the German delegation published 
some details of these. Experience of the Dawes Plan, it stated, had shown 
that it was not possible for Reparations to be paid out of an export surplus, 
but out of the sale abroad of a large portion of the German substance, and 
transfer had been possible only by means of foreign credits. From 1924 to 
1928 short and long term credits of at least 15 milliard marks (£750 millions) 
had come to Germany, and innumerable bonds and stocks had been sold 
abroad. It was also stated that the memorandum contained no political 
demands, though reference was made to the difficulty of obtaining raw 
materials. 

April 20th.—The German delegation left Paris for Berlin and the plenary 
meeting of the Committee of Experts was accordingly postponed till April 23rd. 

Ratification of Kellogg Peace Treaty reached Washington. (See U.S.A.) 

Apri 21st.—Communiqué regarding German memorandum to Committee 
of Experts. (See Germany.) 

April 22nd.—The German Delegation returned to Paris and conferred 
with the other members of the Committee of Experts. It was rumoured that 
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Dr. Schacht had maintained practically all the reservations made in his 
memorandum of April 17th. 

In a speech at Bar-le-Duc M. Poincaré, referring to the Reparation problem, 
repeated the requirements which he had laid down at Chambéry, asking for 
payments sufficient to cover France’s debts to her Allies, plus a sum in com- 
pensation for war damages. He regretted that the German delegates had 
checked the work of the Expert Committee, and declared that if this failed 
France would be content to return to the application of the Dawes Plan. 

Statement by the German Minister of Economic Affairs. (See Germany.) 

Ratification of U.S. Arbitration Treaty. (See U.S.A.) 

April 23rd.—The Committee of Experts issued an official statement to 
the effect that it had been decided to appoint a sub-committee to be charged 
with the work of outlining the chief points to be embodied in a report. Sir 
Charles Addis was appointed to take the place of Lord Revelstoke as British 
delegate. 


Germany. 


April \1th.—The Cabinet decided not to accede to Trotsky’s request to 
be allowed to enter Germany. 

April 16th.—Reply of Delegation to Committee of Experts to Allied 
memorandum re annuities. (See France.) 

April 18th-—German delegate’s statement to Committee of Experts. 
(See France.) 

April 19th.—Particulars of contents of Memorandum to Committee of 
Experts published. (See France.) 

April 21st.—An official communiqué was issued stating that at a meeting 
of the Cabinet attended by Dr. Schacht and Herr Vogler it was established 
that the memorandum handed to the Committee of Experts on April 17th 
contained no political, but solely economic suggestions; that the portion 
of it which was interpreted in Paris as being of a political nature was not 
discussed, either by the sub-committee, or by the Plenary Conference; and 
that it was not an ultimatum, but was designed to serve as a basis of discussion. 

April 22nd.—Herr Curtius, the Minister of Economic Afiairs, speaking 
in the Reichstag, said that the German delegates to the Committee of Experts 
had an entirely free hand, and continued, “a rupture of the Conference has 
been averted ; the door to negotiation has not been closed. But whether, 
or when, an agreement is possible nobody can predict. Optimism is 
unwarranted.” 


Great Britain. 


April 10th.—Appointment of U.S.A. Ambassador. (See U.S.A.) 

April 13th.—Ratification of Convention for the abolition of import and 
export prohibitions and restrictions. (See League of Nations.) 

April 15th.—In reply to a question in Parliament the Foreign Secretary, 
in the course of a statement regarding the “ I’m Alone,” said that the United 
States Government alleged that the schooner, when encountered by the 
coastguard cutter, was “ within the limits prescribed by Article 2 of the 
Convention respecting the regulation of the liquor traffic signed at Washington 
on January 23rd, 1924, but this is disputed.” He also said that the United 
States Government had been informed that H.M. Government shared the 
views of the Canadian Government, and supported the action taken in the 
representations made at Washington by the Canadian Minister, 
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Wounding of British subjects in China. (See China: Internal Affairs.) 

April 17th.—M. Piatakoff’s statement to British Trade Delegation. (See 
U.S.S.R.) 

April 22nd.—Lord Cushendun’s speech at Geneva. (See League of 
Nations.) 

April 23rd.—In reply to a question in Parliament Mr. Churchill said that 
the total amount paid to the U.S. Government on account of the British 
debt to date was £246,600,000, and the total amount received by Great 
Britain from her Allies on account of war debts to date was £33,700,000. 


Honduras. 

April 11th.—The Government filed a protest with the U.S. and Nicaraguan 
Governments in connection with the activities of aviators who dropped 
bombs over Las Limas. 


India. 

April 12th.—Following on the throwing of a bomb into the Legislative 
Assembly during session on April 8th by two terrorists, the Viceroy announced 
that he had decided to issue an ordinance giving (under section 72 of the 
Government of India Act) the Governor-General the powers with which the 
Public Safety Bill was intended to furnish him. 

He took this step owing to the fact that on the previous day the President 
of the Assembly had ruled the Public Safety Bill out of order pending the 
result of a forthcoming conspiracy trial. 


Italy. 

April 17th.—Protest by Yugo-Slav Government to League re newspaper 
campaign. (See League of Nations.) 

April 20th—The new Corporative Parliament opened its first session. 
In the Speech from the Throne, the King said that the two recent events 
of national importance, the Lateran Treaty and the plebiscite showed upon 
what vast and disciplined resources Fascism could count. Referring to 
disarmament, he described it as ‘‘ a generous hope contradicted by continuous 
arming on land, sea, and in the air.” Since all international efforts towards 
it had been fruitless so far, it was the duty of the State to make opportune 
provision for the defence of the country. Italy’s foreign policy, he said, 
was directed towards peace, as had been proved by seven years’ experience. 


Japan. 

April 12th.—Shantung authorities request to Japan to delay departure of 
troops. (See China: Internal Affairs.) 

It was understood that the Government had decided that the departure 
of the troops from Shantung could not be postponed. 

April 14th.—Agreement reached with China regarding Nanking and 
Hankow incidents. (See China: External Affairs, Relations with the Powers.) 

April 16th.—The Cabinet decided to postpone the withdrawal of the troops 
in the railway area in Shantung. 


League of Nations. 

April 13th—The Secretariat received the instrument of the British 
Government’s ratification of the Convention for the abolition of import and 
export prohibitions and restrictions. Great Britain was the first country to 
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ratify. (Eighteen ratifications were necessary to enable the Convention to 
be brought into force.) 

April 15th.—The Sixth Session of the Preparatory Commission for the 
Disarmament Conference opened at Geneva, with M. Loudon in the Chair. 
It included representatives of 28 Governments, including the U.S.A., Russia 
and Turkey. 

April 16th.—At the meeting of the Preparatory Disarmament Commission, 
the German delegate maintained that the second reading of the draft 
Convention for the proportional and progressive reduction of armaments 
ought to be proceeded with without further delay. The Chinese delegate 
spoke in favour of the abolition of conscription, and the Turkish delegate 
pleaded for full consideration of the Russian, Chinese and Turkish proposals. 

April 17th.—At the meeting of the Preparatory Disarmament Commission, 
the Soviet delegation put forward its proposal for a reduction of armaments 
by a proportionate decrease in each category of armaments. Following on 
the failure to obtain much support for this, M. Litvinoff demanded that 
the Commission should plainly say by vote whether they accepted or not the 
three main principles of his draft Convention, i.e., (1) a considerable reduction 
of armaments, and not merely limitation, (2) proportionate reduction, with 
exceptions for smaller States, and (3) a fixed co-efficient for reduction. 

The President closed the meeting to give time for private deliberations. 

The head of the Yugo-Slav delegation made an official protest to the 
Secretariat-General of the League against the publication in the Rome 
Giornale d'Italia of documents alleging that Yugo-Slavia was organising a 
comitadji war. This was the first occasion on which a Government had 
officially protested to the League against a newspaper article. 

April 18th.—The Soviet proposals were again discussed, but no vote was 
taken, and a motion was carried to refer the whole matter back to the Bureau 
(consisting of the officers of the Preparatory Commission and the chiefs of the 
disarmament section of the Secretariat). M. Litvinoff let it be understood 
that unless his resolution was passed the Soviet delegation would leave 
Geneva and take no further part in the proceedings. 

April 19th.—At the meeting of the Preparatory Disarmament Commission 
Lord Cushendun said that the British Government was prepared to make 
vreat sacrifices to reach agreement. Recognising that Great Britain was not a 
military Power in the Continental sense of the word he felt the lead should be 
taken by the military Powers, and he was sure his Government would be able 
to accept any proposal which met with general assent. 

The German delegate put forward a proposal for securing from all Govern- 
ments an annual return of all armaments, in accordance with the last paragraph 
of Article 8 of the Covenant. 

The Bureau succeeded in deciding upon a form of resolution by means of 
which the Soviet Disarmament scheme was disposed of, and this was carried 
by the Commission over the heads of the Soviet delegation. 

The Eighth Session of the Committee on Traffic in Women and Children 
opened. 

April 20th.—The Convention and Protocol for the suppression of counter- 
feiting currency was adopted and signed by the representatives of 23 countries, 
which included Russia and India. 

- The Turkish delegate to the Disarmament Commission announced that 
the Grand National Assembly had ratified the Protocol prohibiting the use 
of poisonous gas in warfare. (Turkey was the thirteenth country to ratify.) 
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M. Litvinoff distributed copies of a statement to all the members of the 
Commission, in which the Russian delegate maintained that all the work 
done by the Commission had been and would continue to be useless so long 
as the concrete proposals put forward by him were ignored. 

April 22nd.—Mr. Gibson, the American delegate, speaking at the meeting 
of the Preparatory Disarmament Commission, said that his Government 
believed that there could be no complete and effective limitation of naval 
armaments unless all classes of war vessels, including destroyers, submarines, 
etc., were limited. It could not agree to any method which would result in 
leaving any class of combatant vessels unrestricted. His Government, he 
said, still believed that limitation of tonnage by categories was the fairest 
method, but it was willing to discuss other ones. The essential thing was 
substantial results ; methods were of secondary importance. 

America was still prepared to agree to limitation at still lower levels, 
which maintained the relative status of existing treaties, but the term 
“limitation ’’ was liable to be misunderstood, and he, therefore, suggested 
that they should scrap the word and concentrate upon a general reduction. 
No effective approach to the problem could be made by methods of reduction 
alone, and genuine disarmament would follow only from a change of attitude 
towards the use of force. He therefore appealed for a fresh examination 
of the whole problem in the light of existing world conditions and of the 
Kellogg Treaty. (See also page 26, Tok PREPARATORY COMMISSION.) 

Lord Cushendun expressed agreement with the American standpoint. 
Britain also desired reduction rather than limitation, and wished the process 
to be applied to all classes of vessels. 

April 23rd.—The Preparatory Disarmament Commission issued a com- 
munique giving the text of the Convention adopted relating to Chemical 
Warfare. The final chapter was completed by the text presented by the 
Belgian delegate. Two propositions were also adopted in respect of the 
1925 Protocol. 


Lithuania. 

April 10th.—Reports re frontier incidents. (See Poland.) 

April 19th.—Instruments of ratification of the Traffic Treaty with Poland 
were signed in Kovno. 


Mexico. 

April 10th.—Federal cavalry entered Juarez, which had been evacuated 
by the insurgents the previous evening. 

April 11th.—The U.S. troops on the frontier were considerably reinforced 
in Arizona and New Mexico. 

April 13th.—Several insurgent generals with their staffs crossed the U.S.A. 
border and surrendered to the immigration officials. The generals in com- 
mand of the insurgents in Sonora State offered to surrender their forces to the 
Federals on condition that the lives of themselves and their officers were 
spared. The President was reported to have replied that the surrender would 
have to be unconditional. 

The insurgents under General Escobar were understood to be hard pressed, 
and the revolt was now confined to guerilla warfare. The Government claimed 
that except in Sonora the rebellion was already at an end. 

April 16th.—A special picked force of 5,000 Federal troops was sent in 
pursuit of General Escobar, who was stated to be in danger of attack from the 
north, west and south. The insurgents evacuated San Blas. 
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April 19th.—Report re asylum being granted to General Sandino. (See 
Nicaragua.) 
Federal troops captured Mesquite in Sonora State. 


Nicaragua. 

April 19th.—It was reported in Mexico that General Sandino had been 
granted the right of asylum in that country, on condition that he refrained 
from all political activity. 


Persia. 


April 16th.—A message was received from Moscow alleging that Persia, 
at British instigation, was planning to seize Afghan territory. 
Note from Soviet Government re Afghanistan. (See U.S.S.R.) 


Peru. 
April 21st.—Settlement of Tacna-Arica dispute. (See Chile.) 


Poland. 


April 10th.—Bandits were reported to have crossed the frontier from 
Lithuania and kidnapped a wealthy farmer. In another district a farmhouse 
was stated to have been struck by a shell fired by a Lithuanian battery. 

April 14th.—The President appointed a new Cabinet, with M. Switalski 
as Prime Minister and M. Aleski as Minister of Foreign Affairs. Marshall 
Pilsudski remained Minister of War. 

April 19th.—Ratification of traffic treaty with Lithuania. (See Lithuania. ) 


Spain. 

April 17th.—The University of Oviedo was closed by Royal Decree until 
October 1930, and a warning issued to the University of Barcelona. 

April 19th.—The Government closed the Medical Faculty of Salamanca 
University until October, 1930. 

Valladolid University was closed by its own President, in accordance 
with Government instructions. 

April 20th.—Barcelona University was closed by Royal Decree, following 
on a series of demonstrations by the students. Disturbances also took place 
at Valencia and Granada. 


Turkey. 


April 20th.—Ratification of Geneva Protocol re poisonous gases. (See 
League of Nations.) 

April 21st.—Twenty-four Communists were arrested, charged with being 
n touch with committees in Berlin and Vienna from which they were obtaining 
unds., 


U.S.A. 


April 10th.—It was officially announced that General Charles Gates Dawes 
liad been appointed Ambassador to the Court of St. James. 

April 11th—It was announced that Sweden’s ratification of the Kellogg 
Peace Treaty had been received in Washington. Sweden was the nineteenth 
nation to complete its endorsement of the Treaty. 
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Ratification of Treaty with Czechoslovakia. (See Czechoslovakia.) 

Protest by Honduras re bombs dropped at Las Limas. (See Honduras.) 

April 15th.—The Government’s reply to the Canadian Government's 
Note re the “ I’m Alone ”’ case was handed to the Canadian Minister. It was 
understood to set forth an interpretation of the Treaty of 1924 radically at 
variance with the Canadian argument. 

Statement by British Foreign Secretary in the House of Commons. 
(See Great Britain.) 

April 17th.—Ratifications were exchanged of the Treaty of Arbitration 
with Denmark, signed on March 22nd, 1928. 

April 20th.—It was announced that France’s ratification of the Kellogg 
Peace Treaty had been received in Washington. 

April 22nd.—Ratifications were exchanged of the Arbitration Treaty 
signed with France on 6th February, 1928. 

Mr. Gibson’s speech at the Preparatory Disarmament Commission. (See 
League of Nations.) 


U.S.S.R. 


April 9th.—News reached Constantinople that a rising against the Soviet 
had broken out in the autonomous republic of Adjaristan (of which Batum 
was the capital), owing to the efforts of communists to conduct an anti-religious 
campaign among the peasant inhabitants, who were mostly Moslems. 

April 11th.—It was reported that both Bucharin and Tomsky had been 
deprived of office and virtually banished by Stalin. 

April 13th.—A Convention on Customs Control in the Gulf of Finland 
was signed in Moscow. 

April 14th.—The Presidium of the Vtsik (Central Executive of Soviet 
Russia proper) was reported to have enacted a new “ Law” stringently 
curbing the activities of all religious bodies. 

April 16th.—It was learnt that the Government had sent a Note to the 
Persian Government announcing that it could not remain indifferent if Persia 
were to interfere in Afghanistan. 

April 17th.—In reply to a resolution handed to the Soviet Commission 
by the British Trade Delegation in which it was pointed out that it was 
impossible for the U.S.S.R. to obtain British financial aid or investments of 
capital unless provision was made for the satisfaction of the claims of British 
nationals, M. Piatakoff stated that the resumption of normal diplomatic 
relations must precede all other negotiations. Once this had taken place the 
Soviet Government would be willing to negotiate on all questions of mutual 
interest, on the basis of the agreement of 1924, such discussion to include also 
the claims of British citizens against the Soviet Government. He said that 
the agreement of 1924 (Part 3, Articles 6 to 11) provided a solution for the 
claims both of British citizens against the U.S.S.R. and of Russians against 
Great Britain. 

April 18th—Report re Afghan raids into Soviet Republic. (See 
Afghanistan.) 


Yugoslavia. 


April 15th.—The King signed the ratification of the Geneva Protocol of 
1925 prohibiting the use of gas in warfare. 
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IV.—LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES. 


THE ECONOMIC CONFERENCE. 


The Economic Organisation of the League of Nations has issued an 
interesting Report [C. 130. M. 45. 1929, II] on the Application of the 
Recommendations of the 1927 Economic Conference, during the past year. 
Under the heading of Commerce the recent activities of Great Britain are 
summarised as follows :— 

The tariff measures adopted by Great Britain in 1928 are few and of slight 
importance. Under the 1928-29 budget, the Customs duties—general, and 
British preferential—on raw sugar were reduced. The British preferential 
duties on molasses, glucose and saccharine were also reduced. (Corresponding 
alterations were made in the duties on products containing sugar and the 
drawback on products containing sugar.) Under this same budget, however, 
three new duties were imposed: on lighters, buttons of every kind, and 
hydrocarbure oils. Another import duty was imposed in June on enamelled 
iron and steel hardware. The latter duty, and that on buttons, unlike the 
others, are protective, and are intended to remain in force for five years only. 

Although the tariff measures in England during the past year are not 
likely to produce far-reaching effects, it should be noted that very important 
discussions have taken place in political and business circles regarding future 
Customs policy. The controversy centres around the need of finding some 
remedy for unemployment. 

The example of the ‘‘ high standard of living’’ which United States 
industries have been able to obtain for their workers behind the shelter of a 
high tariff, and the fact that certain foreign firms have been obliged, after the 
introduction of safeguarding duties, to establish factories in England and, 
consequently, employ British labour seem to be arguments in favour of 
protection which are even influencing the labour organisations. This would 
explain the support which the trade unions are giving to a petition submitted 
by the Yorkshire light-woollen fabric manufacturers to the Board of Trade 
for a safeguarding duty to be imposed in defence of their products. 

On the other hand, the supporters of a liberal Customs policy point out 
that, as Great Britain is mainly organised for export, any Customs protection 
tending to raise the price of industrial production will, in the long run, lead to 
a reduction of exports, and perhaps aggravate the evil it was intended to 
remedy. It is pointed out that this danger is greater in the case of key 
industries, such as iron and steel, which influence the cost price of many 
articles exported on a large scale from the United Kingdom. 

Although in December, 1927, the Government refused to extend the 
Safeguarding of Industries Act to iron products, the manufacturers have 
persisted in their demand, and in August, 1928, they obtained from the 
Government a promise that the procedure laid down by the Act—which is 
considered by the industries to be too stringent—would be modified. 
Moreover, in September, 1928, the National Congress of the Conservative 
Party pronounced itself in favour of extending the Safeguarding of Industries 
Act to iron products, and in December, 1928, the Iron and Steel Traders’ 
Corporation asked the Government to appoint a Royal Commission of Enquiry 
into the situation of the metal industries and the best means of protecting the 
home market. 

The question of key-industry duties and of safeguarding has formed the 
object of an enquiry by the Balfour Committee, which recently published its 
final report containing the following main conclusions on tariff policy in 
Great Britain. These conclusions may be summarised as follows :— 

Tariff policy must in the main be a tariff for revenue, but should be 
reviewed periodically. Tariff policy with the object of neutralising differences 
in labour costs in rival countries by differential customs duties is considered 
as ‘‘ neither defensible in theory nor feasible in practice.’”’ As regards 
safeguarding, the conclusion of the report is that the operation of this procedure 
must be limited both as regards the field of industry to be covered and the 
duration of the duties. 
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COMMERCIAL AGREEMENTS. 


1. By an Exchange of Notes on February 25th, 1928, Great Britain and 
Haiti accord each other most-favoured-nation treatment as from March, 1928. 

2. Treaty of tariff autonomy with Persia, signed on May 10th, 1928. 

3. Treaty of commerce and navigation with Panama signed on 
September 25th, 1928. This Treaty, under which the two countries grant 
each other most-favoured-nation treatment, will last for ten years. On the 
expiration of this period, it will lapse twelve months after denunciation. 

On September 26th, 1928, Great Britain and Panama also concluded an 
Agreement concerning the treatment of commercial travellers and their 
samples. This Agreement will remain in force six months after the date on 
which it has been denounced. 

4, Treaty of commerce with China, signed on December 20th, 1928. 

5. Agreement concerning the treatment of commercial travellers and 
samples with Ecuador, signed on January 5th, 1929. This Treaty came into 


force on the same day. 


THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION. ‘ 


The session which this Commission is holding at Geneva was enlivened 
on April 22nd by a remarkable speech by the United States representative, 
Mr. Gibson, on the subject of naval limitation. His Government, he said, 
was prepared to accept as a basis for discussion the French ‘“ compromise ”’ 
draft, brought forward at the end of the third session in March, 1927. This 
draft aims at the limitation of total tonnage, but also at the division of the 
total tonnage stated by each Contracting Party into total tonnage by groups, 
These groups would apply to four classes, capital ships, aircraft carriers, 
service vessels under 10,000 tons, and submarines. Each Contracting Party 
would undertake to fix a maximum tonnage for each of the categories during 
the period of validity of the convention. But, within the limits of the total 
tonnage stated, each party could alter its division, subject to informing the 
Secretariat of the League at least once a year before laying down the portion 
of the tonnage to be transferred. 

‘*My Government,” said Mr. Gibson, turning to broad principles, ‘ has 
always felt that we need no exact balance of ships and guns which can be 
based only on the idea of conflict—what is really wanted is a common-sense 
agreement, based on the idea that we are going to be friends and settle our 
problems by peaceful means ... It feels that genuine disarmament will 
follow only from a change of attitude towards the use of force in the 
settlement of international disputes.” 

Much depends on the precise meaning of these words. Do they really 
go down to the bedrock definition of disarmament as agreement among States 
as to the use they will make of armaments? Is it to be a move towards 
international co-operation for maintaining peace, or an attempt to re-state 
the old rights of self-defence under a system of international anarchy ? The 
right answer here may well bring the Disarmament Conference within reach. 


(By the courtesy of the League of Nations Union.) 
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V.—NOTICES. 


1. The International Commission of Experts from the Offices of Patents 
and Trade Marks in England, Germany, Holland, and Switzerland met at 
Berne during the week ending April 13th to draw up an agreement regarding 
the division into categories of goods for which trade marks have been registered. 


2. The opening meeting of the Institute of International Agriculture was 


ade 


held in Rome on April 10th. Forty-three nations were represented. 


3 The tenth International Commercial Fair was opened in Brussels on 
April 10th. 


i The International Samples Fair opened in Milan on April 12th. 


5 The second Quinquennial Meeting of the Medical Women’s Inter- 
national Association was held in Paris from 10th to 15th April. Twenty 
countries were represented. 


6 The International Conference for the Protection of Plants met in 
Rome from 10th to 16th April. A Convention regarding plant diseases was 
adopted and signed by 26 States. 


7. The Congress of the Union of International Communications met at 
Naples on April 22nd and following days. 


s. The second session of the International Commission of Experts for the 
protection of the civilian population against chemical warfare was opened in 
Rome on April 22nd. Twelve countries were represented, as well as the 
Committee of the International Red Cross Society. 


VI.—FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


1929. 
April 27th | 
to Meeting of International Council of Women .. London. 
May 9th. J 
May 2nd. *Fourteenth Session of the Health Committee Geneva. 
6th. *Preparatory Commission for the Conference 
on Codification of International Law .. Geneva. 
. Oth. Sopron-Koszeg Arbitral College on .. Vienna. 
, 9th. International Exhibition id - .. Seville. 
» iOth. Congress of Universal Postal Union .. .. London. 
» 16th. *Advisory Commission for Refugees .. .. Geneva. 
» 16th-25th. Fourth Pacific Science Congress Java, 
» 19th. Congress of International League of Nations 
Union 0 * .. Madrid. 
1 Oth. international xhibition Ke - .. Barcelona. 
» 22nd. *Supervisory Commission Geneva. 
» 30th. *12th Session of International Labour Con- 
ference , ee : .. Geneva, 
June 3rd. Course in Malariology <a , ea .. Paris. 
we ith. Interchange on Rural H ygiene Copenhagen. 
» ?th-l4th. Meeting of International Society of Suga arc ane 
Technologists : .- Sourabaya. 
»  2OGh. *Vifty-fifth session of the League Cc ounce il .. Madrid. 
» 10th. *Conference on Cards for Emigrants in Transit Geneva. 
»» 12th. First International Hospital Congress ck x-w ic City 
- US.A. 
s 17th. *Permanent Mandates Commission .. Geneva. 
2 ist. Annual Congress of the International Federa- 
tion of League of Nations Societies .. Madrid. 
» (end). International Conference on Libraries and 
Bibliography ‘a és - .. Rome, 
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1929. 
July Ist. *Permanent Mandates Commission .. Geneva. 
Ist. Course in Malariology .. . Rome. 
- Ist. *Sub-Committee on Intellectual Rights .. Geneva. 
,, 2nd-10th. Meeting of the Self-Help School of Inter- 
national Student Service . Dresden. 
*” 4th. *Sub-Committee on University Relati ions . Geneva. 
6 Pan-Pacific Press Congress Honolulu. 
ne Sth. World Congress of International Chamber of 6 
Commerce .. ; .. Amsterdam. 
Sth. *Sub-Committee on Arts and Letters . - . Geneva. 


>? 
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Aug. 
July 
Aug. 
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tion of Students .. Budapest. 
» 25th-3lset. Annual Conference of the Fédération Univer- 
sitaire Internationale ousd la Société des 
Nations ’ Geneva. 
” World Jambor ee and “Fifth | International 
Scout Conference .. Birkenhead. 
Sept 2nd. 36th Conference of the International Law 
Association . San Sebastian. 
» 2nd. *Tenth Meeting of Assembly of the League of 
Nations . Geneva. 
» 2nd-5th. International Congress on ¢ ‘ommercial Educa- 
tion .. . Amsterdam. 
»  14th-19th International Housing ‘and Town Planning 
Congress .. . Rome. 
» 26th. Congress of International Peace League . Athens. 
am Sixth Annual Conference of the Fédération 
Internationale des Unions Intellectuelles Barcelona. 
Sept. (end) First Conference of the International Con- 
sultative Technical Committee of Wireless 
Communications .. ¥ 6 .. The Hague. 
Oct. 25th ] 
to World Engineering Congress .. se .. Tokyo. 
Nov. 22nd) 
Oct. 28th Institute of Pacific Relations Conference . Kyoto. 


International Congress of Nurses 


Montreal. 


Fifteenth International Geological Conference Pretoria. 
15th. *Sub-Committee on Science and Bibliography Geneva. 
18th. *Meeting of National Committee (Intellectual 

Co-operation ) .. Geneva. 
22nd. *Commission on Intellectual Co- -operation .. Geneva. 
25th. | Third Session of World Federation of Educa- 

4th. J tion Associations .. ‘* o* .. Geneva. 


ri World Jamboree (Boy Scouts) . 
Ist-9th. Meeting of International Student Service 
Annual Conference in Austria 
7th-15th. Annual Conference of International Federation 
of University Women 4a 
Sth-9th. Fifth Biennial International ( ‘onference of 
Boy Scouts 
10th-24th. Council Meeting of International Confedera- 


* League of Nations. 


. Birkenhead. 


? 
Geneva. 


Birkenhead. 
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